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ANSWETHE A-E-I-O-U-Y PROBLEM 
DARRYL FRANCIS 
Hampton. Middle sex, England 
The August 1968 Word Ways contained a short problem entitled 
Vowel Rotation which ran a s follows: 
Five common English wor-ds with an obvious letter relationship 
are LAST, LEST, LIST, LOST and LUST. Unfortunately, mod­
ern English does not include a word L YST. Can you, pe rchance, 
find a group of six such words all of which belong to modern 
English? 
As no other Word Ways reader has ventured a solution to this problem, 
we felt it was time to come up with one. The answer to the problem as 
stated is II yes 'l • But since that would fail to satisfy most, if not all, 
reader s, perhaps we should elaborate, and describe the six words that 
we found. 
They are MATH, METH, MITH, MOTH, MUTH, and MYTH. Five 
of the se (all except METH) appear in Webster 1 s Third New Internation­
al Dictionary, which should prove that all are 11 modern English" , as 
the problem required. The sixth word, METH, is also modern, being 
found in two dictionaries published in the 1970s. The word appears in 
The Underground Dictionary ( MacGibbon & Kee " London, 1971) by Eu­
gene Landy, and A Dictionary of New English (Longman, London, 1973) 
by Clarence Barnhart, Sol Steinmetz and Robert Barnhart. The latter 
dictionary was reviewed in the February 1974 Word Ways. 
What do the six words mean? Only MOTH and MYTH are common 
enough not to need defining. MATH is short for 11 mathematics"; METH 
is a stimulant drug (also called II methamphetamine" and 11 speedll ) ; 
MITH is a chiefly Scots variant of II might"; and MUTH is a Hindu tem­
pIe. While these last four words are not particularly common, they 
can certainly all be considered as "modern English" . 
SLANG AI 
1. insane. 
station 5. 
poker, thl 
9. Federa: 
11. saloon 
or cabins, 
a train 15 
17. a stee 
policemen 
pas ses 20 
rant 22. \ 
24. army ( 
KICKSHA V 
Look AlikE 
icity IT 
disCOIT 
plaisaT' 
Permuted 
4. ache 
Two Segue 
fixed to 
make tl 
2. Sam 
twelfth 
Rhyme Qui 
fossil, 
4. mim 
6. sent 
8. rota 
10. jen 
oyster, 
Websterial 
naphtha 
MOON 
als for 
8. stun 
